have been pulled to the whaling ship. After these matters had been discussed in the informal
meetings, animal welfare was placed on the agenda of the I.W.C.
The rules of the World Trade Organization (W.T.O.) do not specify that animal welfare is an accepted
ground for restricting trade but they do specify public morality as such a ground. The European
Union banned trade in seal products on animal welfare grounds because of public pressure about
how young seals were killed for their fur. Seals can be killed humanely, for example by a
veterinarian in a laboratory or zoo. Seals on ice floes are often not humanely killed when they are
clubbed or shot and, in these conditions, it is not possible to be certain of doing so. Some will be
conscious, some will be unconscious and some will be dead but identification of unconsciousness
and death is difficult. Without bleeding by cutting a major blood vessel, death cannot be certain.
Skinning a conscious animal will cause extreme pain. The W.T.O. found that the E.U. seal law does
not violate the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) agreement because it fulfils the objective of
addressing E.U. public moral concerns on seal welfare. The E.U. ban on seal products was found
not to violate the general Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). This ruling has consequences
for other animal welfare issues6.
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